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TRANSPORTATION RE-EVALUATION 
PROGRAM UNDERWAY 
~ 


TWO PHASE PLAN DEVELOPED 


To accomplish our goals, a two Phase work plan 
was developed. The purpose of Phase 1 is: 


1. To make certain that existing travel models 
are still acceptable; 


2. To review the existing transportation system 
to determine current deficiencies; 


The purpose of Phase || is: 
1. To forecast travel demands to the year 2000; 


2. To determine what must be done to the exist- 
ing transportation system to serve the travel 
needs which are forecasted to the year 2000; 


3. To identify financial and policy restrictions 
"~ which limit the ability to build and pay for 
transportation facilities for the year 2000 Plan; 


4. To develop and compare different transporta- 


current transportation planning efforts. 


This public document was promulgated at this issue’s cost of $96.00 or $.13 per copy te inform the public concerning 


tion plans which provide other solutions to 
travel demand problems thus creating a choice 
of alternatives; 

5. To develop a year 2000 Plan with short 
range and immediate action programs which 
set priorities for goals to be achieved; 


Both phases of the WPBUATS Plan are scheduled 
for completion by August 1977. 


COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT SOUGHT 


A series of workshops are being held by the 
WPBUATS. The purpose of these workshops is to 
encourage citizens to express their views and aid 
in defining problems relating to the transportation 
system as it exists today and for the proposed future 
system, as is necessitated by growth. The basic 
thrust is to make certain that all citizens of the 
area have the opportunity to participate in the 
transportation planning efforts. 

Citizens attending these workshop sessions will be 
given an opportunity to comment on such issues as: 


1. The role of mass transportation as it exists 
today and what its future role should be; 


2. Various types of transportation systems that 
may or may not be desirable; 


3. Citizens views relative to the willingness to 
pay for the various elements of the transpor- 
tation system; 

4. The manner in which the present transporta- 
tion system operates; i.e. traffic signals, stop 
signs, hazardous intersections, etc... 


TRANSPORTATION WORKSHOP NO. 1 HELD 


WEST PALM BEACH URBAN AREA TRANSPORTATION STUDY 
WORKSHOP NO. 1 CITIZEN RESPONSE SUMMARY 


o PROBLEMS IDENTIFIED SOLUTIONS OFFERED 


e Transit Service 
e Travel Needs of the Disadvantaged 


e Improve Transit Service 
¢ Improve Traffic Operations 
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WORKSHOP NO. 1 PRODUCED GOOD RESULTS 


Citizen responses obtained at the first workshop 
are summarized in Table 1. Although all teams did not 
identify the same problems or solutions, many of the 
same items were discussed in all three sessions. 

Most citizens expressed concern regarding prob- 
lems associated with traffic congestion and delay. Num- 
erous examples were sited which indicated a lack of 
traffic signal coordination and delays during peak 
periods due to fixed time control systems. Increasing 
traffic in residential neighborhoods and the lack of 
adequate bicycle and pedestrian facilities were also 
mentioned at each session. Improvements and coordi- 
nation of traffic signal system timing and increased 
off-street parking were suggested to allow more ef- 
ficient use of streets. 

There was a consensus of opinion among most citi- 
zens attending that improved transit service was re- 
quired. It was suggested that all phases of the 
existing transit service be improved to include greater 
area coverage, more frequent service, and designated 
bus stops and shelters. The development of a public 
education and awareness program was suggested to 


better inform citizens of the options and benefits of 
riding transit and give definite route and schedule in- 
formation for public transportation. 

Pedestrian and bicycle facility inadequacies were 
noted in all workshop sessions. The pedestrian prob- 
lems centered around safety in conjunction with street 
crossings and sharing pathways with bicycles. Bicyc- 
lists expressed concern for the lack of sufficient 
facilities including pedestrian conflicts on narrow 
pathways, unsatisfactory bikepaths adjacent to road- 
ways and the Florida Statute which requires bicyc- 
lists to stay off traffic roadways where bikepaths are 
provided (regardless of their condition). 

Solutions offered included separate bicycle and 
pedestrian facilities, wider paths, pedestrian walk 
cycles at signalized intersections, and rof existing 
roadways by striping the right-hand portion of streets 
and highways for bicycle use only. 

Concern was expressed by most groups as to how 
the improvements to transportation service and facili- 
ties are to be financed. Recognition was given to the 
increased cost of transportation and the fact that 
improvements may impact citizens directly through 
increased taxes and user fees. There was general 
consensus on the need for positive funding for trans- 
portation improvements, but no funding mechanisms 
were suggested other than increasing taxes on the 
use of automobiles. 

in addition to those areas previously described, 
problems were identified that related to increased 
fuel consumption, environmental degradation, and 
safety. While each of these areas deserve separate 
consideration they were generally discussed within 
the context of other service items. 

The need for greater coordination between land 
use planning and transportation planning was men- 
tioned by the consultants as a necessity for increasing 
the role and performance of non-automobile modes of 
travel. In summary, greater citizen and community 
organization involvement was advocated as a means 
of expressing greater public concern for improved 
community and transportation system development 
in order to achieve an improved quality of life. 
WORKSHOP NO. 2 SCHEDULED 


Transportation Workshop No. 2 is scheduled to 
take place in early 1977. The second workshop re- 
quires that six to eight transportation system plans be 
identified by the planning team and reviewed by 
citizens on a preliminary basis. These suggested 
plans should contain various combinations of trans- 
portation facilities and suggested uses of land which 
would support the facilities indicated. The different 
plans would also vary in cost. 

The solutions, strategies, and policies which were 
offered by citizens will be considered and will aid 
in the development of the various transportation 
‘conceptuat plans. 
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